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Church Constitution 
 
ARTICLE 1: The Name 

1.1 The name of the church shall be called "Bradford Chinese Christian Church", hereafter referred 
as the "BCCC". 

1.2 The Chinese name of the BCCC shall be . 
 
ARTICLE 2: Objectives 

2.1 The objects of the BCCC shall be to promote the advancement of the Christian religion and the 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ primarily, but not exclusively, among members of the 
Chinese community in Bradford and district. 

 
ARTICLE 3: Powers 

In furtherance of the above objects but not otherwise the Church Council may exercise the following 
powers:- 
3.1 To provide a spiritual home for worship and fellowship primarily, but not exclusively, for the 

Chinese community in Bradford and district, and to care for their spiritual welfare. 
3.2 To promote among members of the BCCC a Christian world view with the purpose of 

encouraging involvement in worldwide Christian mission by word and deed. 
3.3 To co-operate with Christian Churches and societies whose position agrees with our doctrinal 

basis. 
 
ARTICLE 4: The BCCC and the Chinese Overseas Christian Mission 

 (COCM) Registered Charity No: 232651 
4.1 The BCCC shall take every opportunity of co-operating with the Chinese Overseas Christian 

Mission. 
 
ARTICLE 5: Doctrinal Basis 

5.1 The doctrinal basis of the BCCC shall be as follows:- 
5.1.1 The divine inspiration and infallibility of Holy Scripture as originally given and its 

supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct; 
5.1.2 The unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead; 
5.1.3 The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man subject 

to God's wrath and condemnation; 
5.1.4 Redemption from the guilt penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial death (as 

our Representative and Substitute) of Jesus Christ, born of virgin Mary, the incarnate 
Son of God ; 

5.1.5 The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; 
5.1.6 The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit to make the death of Christ effective to the 

individual sinner granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ; 
5.1.7 The indwelling and work of the Holy Spirit in the believer; 
5.1.8 The one Holy Universal Church which is the Body of Christ and to which all true 

believers belong; 
5.1.9 The expectation of the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

5.2 The BCCC is an inter-denominational Church, looking for that which is common to all evangelical 
believers. 

5.3 No change in the doctrinal basis of the BCCC shall be considered. 
 
ARTICLE 6: Membership 

6.1 Membership is open to professing Christians over the age of 18 years who trust personally in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, Lord and God, whose lives bear evidence of their Christian profession 
and who uphold the doctrinal basis of the BCCC. 
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6.2 Membership shall be by written application subject to the approval of the BCCC Council, which 
reserves the right to refuse application. 

6.3 Applicants for membership must have attended meetings of the BCCC regularly for at least 3 
months. 

6.4 Membership cards shall be issued to all members by the Church Council which reserve the right 
to recall them if necessary. 

6.5 Members shall have the responsibilities as follows:- 
6.5.1 To seek personal growth in spiritual holiness. 
6.5.2 To promote one another’s well-being through mutual care, love and concern. 
6.5.3 To support the BCCC by :- 

6.5.3.a Meeting regularly for corporate worship. 
6.5.3.b Prayerful stewardship of time, talents and money in the life and work of the 

BCCC. 
6.6 Membership implies the right 

6.6.1 to vote at all General meetings 
6.6.2 to nominate or second candidates for the election to the Church Council 
6.6.3 to hold office 
6.6.4 to submit motions for consideration by the BCCC Council, and for the general meetings 

6.7 Membership does not imply the right to act on behalf of the BCCC without the consent of the 
Church Council. 

6.8 Members are not required to relinquish their membership to other Church groups or Christian 
organisations. 

6.9 Membership shall be terminated when 
6.9.1 A member withdraws his/her membership voluntarily by giving written notice to the 

BCCC Secretary. 
6.9.2 A member is found living or teaching contrary to the Holy Scripture and to the doctrinal 

basis of the BCCC and shows no repentance after being admonished in love by Church 
Council. 

6.9.3 A member leaves the BCCC permanently. 
6.10 The BCCC reserves the right to discipline a member in accordance with Biblical principles 

(including suspension of voting rights and even termination of membership), and especially in 
cases of immorality, heresy and divisiveness, but a member shall have the right to be heard by 
the Church Council accompanied by a friend, before a final decision is made. 

 
ARTICLE 7: The Church Council 

7.1 There shall not be less than three or more than nine elected members of the Church Council 
each of whom shall be elected to serve for a term of 2 years. The election of members of the 
Council shall be held at the Annual General Meeting and by majority vote, but vacancies in the 
Council may be filled by additional members elected at a Special General Meeting to serve until 
the next election. Staff workers and Ministers, being paid for their service, may attend the church 
council meetings in an advisory capacity with no power to vote. 

7.2 Nominations for candidates to serve in the Church Council shall be handed to the Church 
Secretary at least 2 weeks before the Annual General Meeting. The Church Secretary shall 
publish a list of the nominations received, with details of the Proposer and Seconders, one week 
before the A.G.M. The nomination must be signed by the Proposer and the Seconder in addition 
to the Nominee. 

7.3 The Church Council shall allocate responsibilities of offices by agreement amongst its Members. 
There shall always be a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

7.4 The Church Council shall have full power to deal with all the affairs of the BCCC, whether spiritual 
or material, but shall have regard to the desirability of referring matters of major importance to the 
Church for consideration. The Church Council may appoint Committees to fulfil certain functions 
for the Church, and may dissolve them, subject to the approval of the Church members by simple 
majority voting, provided that all acts and proceedings of any such committees shall be fully and 
promptly reported to the Church Council. 
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7.5 Two thirds of the Church Council members shall constitute a quorum. Decisions shall be made 
with a simple majority in a Church Council meeting. 

 
ARTICLE 8: Church Council members not to be personally interested 

8.1 No member of the Church Council shall acquire any interest in property belonging to the Charity 
(otherwise than as a trustee for the Charity) or receive remuneration or be interested (otherwise 
than as a member of the Church Council) in any contract entered into by the Church Council. 

 
ARTICLE 9: Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

9.1 There shall be an Annual General Meeting (AGM) not later than the end of February each year. 
9.2 At the AGM, the audited account shall be presented to the members for approval. 
9.3 Reports from the Church Council shall be presented. 
9.4 The election of members to the Church Council shall take place every 2 years at the AGM. 

Nominations must comply with Article 7.2. 
9.4.1 The Council shall appoint a scrutineer for the election. 
9.4.2 Voting shall be by ballot and Council members shall be elected by a simple majority. 
9.4.3 The scrutineer shall count the votes, in the presence of the Advisor(s). 
9.4.4 In the event of a tie, the Advisor(s), Minister(s) and/or Staff worker shall have the 

casting vote. 
9.5 Notice of AGM shall be given at least 2 weeks prior to the meeting at the Sunday service. 
9.6 Only BCCC members may vote. 
9.7 The quorum for the AGM shall be one-half of the members entitled to vote. 

 
ARTICLE 10: Special General Meeting (SGM) 

10.1 The SGM may be called at the discretion of the Church Council or at the written request of not 
less than 20% of the members of the Church, and such request shall specify the nature of the 
business to be transacted at the SGM. 

10.2 Notice of SGM shall be given at least 14 days before the meeting. 
10.3 The quorum for the SGM shall be one-half of the members entitled to vote. 

 
ARTICLE 11: Advisor(s) 

11.1 Advisor(s) shall be appointed by the Church Council and approved at a General meeting. 
11.2 Such appointments shall be reviewed and renewed every 2 years. 
11.3 The Advisor(s) shall subscribe fully to the doctrinal basis and objectives of the BCCC. 

 
ARTICLE 12: Elder(s) 

12.1 Elder(s) are those who are acknowledged by the Church as having Spiritual Leadership. 
12.2 Elder(s) shall have pastoral oversight of the Church and are in the position to advise, teach and 

lead the Church. 
12.3 The elders shall normally be long standing members of the Church, recognised for their 

spirituality and contributions to the Church. 
12.4 Elders shall be appointed by the Church Council and approved at a General meeting. Such 

appointments shall be reviewed and renewed every 2 years. 
12.5 An elder will be disqualified if he or she departs from the doctrinal basis of the BCCC, fails to live 

according to Biblical principles, or for various reasons he or she cannot take an active part in the 
life of the Church. 

 
ARTICLE 13: Minister/Staff Worker 

13.1 The calling of a minister or staff worker shall be on the unanimous nomination of the Church 
Council to the Church of the person they consider to be called of God; this nomination shall be 
ratified in a General meeting by a two-thirds majority vote of the members entitled to vote. On 
taking up the appointment the minister or staff worker shall be automatically received into 
membership of the BCCC. 

13.2 Any minister/staff worker appointed shall have been baptised as a believer and must give assent 
to the doctrinal basis of the BCCC. 
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13.3 The job description of a minister/staff worker shall be negotiated between the Church Council and 
the minister/staff worker appointed. 

13.4 Such appointments shall be reviewed and renewed every 2 years. 
 
ARTICLE 14: Holding Trustees 

14.1 Property owned by the BCCC shall be vested in the hands of the Trustees for all legal purposes. 
14.2 Trustees shall be appointed by the Church Council to which the Trustees shall be held 

accountable. 
14.3 The Trust shall not have less than three or more than five named individuals. 

 
ARTICLE 15: Finance and Audit 

15.1 Church finds shall be held in such accounts as are directed by the Church Council. Cheques and 
authorities shall be signed by not less than two members of the Church Council appointed by a 
resolution of the Church Council. 

15.2 Any employee of the Church shall not be entitled to vote on anything which affects their financial 
benefit or position. 

15.3 The financial year shall end at 31st December. 
15.4 Annual accounts shall be presented to the members at the AGM for approval. 
15.5 An accountant should be appointed annually by the Church Council to undertake the preparation 

of the accounts and where appropriate provide the Council with an independent examination 
report on those accounts.  The type of report required is dependent on the reporting requirements 
set by Charity legislation. 

 
ARKTCLE 16: Dissolution 

16.1 If the Church Council decides that it is necessary or advisable to dissolve the Charity it shall call a 
meeting of all the members of the Charity, of which not less than 21 days notice (stating the terms 
of the resolution to be proposed) shall be given. If the proposal is confirmed by a two-thirds 
majority of those present and voting, the Church Council shall have the power to realise any 
assets held by or on behalf of the Charity. Any assets remaining after the satisfaction of any 
proper debts and liabilities shall be given or transferred to some other Christian organisation of 
the same aims and purposes as confirmed by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting 
members. A copy of the accounts, or account and statement, for the final accounting period of the 
Charity must be sent to the Commission. 

 
ARTICLE 17: Amendments to the Constitution 

17.1 Proposals for amendments to the Constitution shall be submitted, duly seconded, in writing to the 
Church Council. 

17.2 Prior notice of the proposed amendments shall be given with notice of the SGM called for that 
purpose. 

17.3 Amendments to the Constitution must have the approval of at least two-thirds of the members 
present at the SGM. 

17.4 No changes in the doctrinal basis of the BCCC shall be considered. 
17.5 The BCCC shall at all times remain constituted for the advancement of the Christian religion and 

no alteration shall be made to this Constitution which causes this to change or causes the BCCC 
to cease to be constituted for charitable purposes. 

17.6 No amendment may be made to Article 1 (the name of the charity), Article 2 (the objects of The 
Charity), Article 8 (Church Council members not to be personally interested article), Article 16 
(the dissolution article), or this article without the prior consent in writing of The Commissioners. 

 
ARKTCLE 18: Miscellaneous 

18.1 The English version shall be the official constitution of the BCCC, any Chinese translation being
for reference only. 
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